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JuT HOAT PROPUSAL

A proposal is under considerztion Dy an entrepeneuf_tn
establish & jet boat service on the Huon, Lerwent and Tamar Rivers. A
formal proposal has not been submitted to the authorities concerned, _
nut it would appear that befure the project is spproved, an Enyi;unmental
impact statement would e mecessary. A number of instrumentalities, as
well as the public, would be interested in the proposal.

FILNISTLR FOR PRIMARY ThioUSTRY

bn 23 July 19681 br. Julisn Anos, dinister for Primary Industry,
met menbers of the Inland Fisheries Commission and discussed matiters
relating to inland fisheries.

SE1ZED @EAR FORFEITED TU THE COMMISSION

A 13" aiuminium dinghy, a Y.5 bvinrude outboand wotor, a
trailer snd grausll nets seized at Dee Lagoun at 2 a.m. on 21 Decenber
1980, have been confiscated. At a court hearing on 10 Fauruary 1981,
two persons were Fined 20 on each charge of teking fish by means other

“than @ row and line and naving possession of two graball nets in a boat

on an inland water. Consequently, representations wers made to the
Governor for the restitution of the bosat and motor. The Governgr-in-
Louncil declined to make restitution of the confiscated year.

The Wortbern Tasmenian Fisheries Association has suggested
that in the western lakes, fishinmg from boats be permitted only in lakes
Augusta, Adz and Double war. The Associstion sugnested that uther lakes
in the Central Plateau west of Great Luke, be closed to fishing from
boats.

LAKE FERGLUS

1% has been proposed that Lake Fergus be reserved for fly
fishing only. Lake Fergus is « relatively shallow water, ideally
sulted to this type of Fishing.



P

AlSlivy HIVER uieI

dfticers of the Inland Fisherizs Lommission send the Rivers

gnd Water Supply Commission inspected the guuging weir over snsons
River. The weir is similar in construction to the Duck Hiver weir
with a number of sections with horizontal steel 1lips separated by
concrete butments. The lower section in the wmiddie of the weir carries
the entire stream flow in sumner. 1% bas been reported that wany fish
ettenpted to jump over the weir. Fish were unsble to swim over the
steel 1lip and en ettempt was made to aid the Fish by constructing e
rough concrete ramp against one of the putments on the lower section.

t is proposed to hold ancther joint inmspoction in the summer so that
arrangenents may te wade to permit lampreys, eels and galaxiids to poss
up over the weir.

LAKE SORELL Al LAKE CReSCENT

In the summer of 1980/31, Lake Sorell wos drawn down tc its
lowest level ever. The discolourstion of the luke, noted by anglers
late in the sesson, could have been due to wind and the wove slegs
againgt the wottom of the diminisbed lake. In notwal tines, Lake
sorell 1s comsidered to oe 8 clear weter lake and Lake Lrescent s
muddy lake.

The measurements of the lukes ure set out below:-~

Lake Sorell Lake Lrescent
Maxilium depth (o) 3.98 2.31
Length (km) 10. U585 Bet
Mean breadth (a) L7641 3534
Vaiume Cikm?) .10 - U35
Arza (ha) 4770 2365
Mean depth () 2,38 1.48

From the tanle it is seen that Lake Sorell qolds 3% times
mare water than Lake Lrescent.

The dry season pronpted discussions on how nore water could
pe token from Leke Sorell and how weter could oe conserved in the lske.

recently the Clyde water Trust considered the options of
raising the level of Leke Sorell end/or Lake Urescent, There are
hydrologicel probl=ms to be considered in raising the level of gither
of the two lakes. Lake Sorell has a petter catchient ard it would be
possible to reise the ievel of Lake sorell and to remove water to ths
Clyde River oy a new canal which would bypass Lake Crescent. A levee
would need to ve eracted wt Bermodes duy, 1F the full supply level
of Lake Sorell wes incressed



by means of a dam, then more water would be svailsble for summer
irrigation, but the draw down in the summer months would not be
conducive to yood fishing.

Another way of getting more water out of Lake Sorell
would be to deepen the outlet. As @ conseguence, it would be
necessary to deepen the canal connecting to Loke Crescent and to
despen the outlet from Lake Urescent to the Clyde River. ALl of
these would take time and cost money.

If taxpayers are putting monzy into wster storage works at
Leke Sorell or Lake Crescent, then, considerstion should oe given to
all uses of the water so impounded snd it mey be possible to have a
clause guaranteeing a minimum level of water in either leke.

Thie Tisheries implications of any new work should be clearly

stated: -

1. Lake Sorell hos the greater cngler patromege. 1t hes a very
good head of fish meintained by naturel reproduction in an
excalient spawning streem, dountain Creek, as well as Dogshesr
Creek and bSilver Hlazins Creek.

2e Laki Crescent produces large fish but is fished by few anglers.
1t hes no gpawning grounds other then Ulyde River and the
gtreams flowing into Leke Sarall.

36 brown trout and galoxiids may move between the two lukes.

L, The lekes contain a populstion of eels which are harvested

as migrating eels in the Ulyde River.

The Commission shpuld accumulate further evidence of angler
ugeage of Lake Sorell and Lake Urescert:-

1a Condition of the fish.
2. Ages of the fish taken.
3. Look at new shorelines for any new proposals to elevate the

water levels.
Lake Sorell is a fishery of international standard much
used by locel anglers as well as visitors.

Lake Crescent is less well patronised by anglers aeeking
trophy size fish beceouse of the Popularity of Leke Pedder.



BRUWR TROUT SPAWNING &UN - LAKE SORELL

Comnission steff estimated the run of brown trout sSpaWners
up Mountain Creek to be in excess of 12 000. The spawning run was
successful and the spawners returned safely to Laoke Soreil. A number
of factors contributed to the success. 1n the summer programne, field
staff cleared obstacles in the creek ond tebuilt the weir. The mein
factor however, was the good flows of water down Fountain Creek which
ensured thut the spawners spenmt a short time in the creek. The
Commission collected about half a million 2095 from 2 UUD spawners
towsrds the end of the run. The latecomers posed &n embarrassment in
that they dug up redds which hed heen constructed earlier in the run.
The eggs were put down at the Lommission's hatoheriss,

As usual, same pouching sccurred in Mountain Uresk and
proceedings ore in course against people for taking trout from the
creek.

INTERNATIONAL SLALGM CMNOE DOURSE FrASISILITY STULY - HRALYS LAKE

A proposal te establish a fish farm near bradys Lake severdl
years ago, caused anglers to investigatz the value of the traut Fishery.
Anglers should be awsre of the likely effects of thz proposed canoe
course and they may care to consider the effects of the proposal on the.
Fistiery.

The filowing parts of the propossl are of concern to anglers: -

1. ‘The prahibition of cemping in the general area.

2, The plecing of stup lugs in the woter COUTSE.

3. The placing of wires, gates and poles soross the weter course.
bh. Incraased manipulation of the water Tlow.

5. Thiz installetion of a cost ramp o whitewster point.

Cre Admission fees to the areo.

At the whitawaters there are two different types of fishing
undertoken which require different Facilities Fram the radial gates down
to the loke. The water is reserved Por the use uf artificial lures
only. The principle lures used are spinner ond wopoler, although some
fly fisking is also undertsken.

Hoth methods of fishing require @ ressonable amwount of "sir
rgom" to wanipulate the rod and the lure. The placing of wires across
the water course in sufficient numbers, is going to creste @ number of
obstacles which may effectively stop the angler from fishing parts of
the watercourse.



At the bottom uf the whitewaters, the water flows into the
lake und @ greas desl of bait fishing tokes plece here. It is one of
the best bait fishing aresas in the Stete. This view is supported by
creel census on opening weekands.  Throughout the season the area is
freguented oy many englers. Howsver, the major reguirement for bait
fishing is thut the engler cen "comp on the job". dost of the fish
caught in this sres are caught at night and during the early hours of
the morning. 1f the anglers cannot camp here, it will effectively
ruin the potential of the ar=a.

Regarding stop logs in the watercourse, on page 13 of the
study mention is made of installing stop logs in the course. This
immediately raises the question of fish being stranded through the
manipulation of the stop logs, either by canoeists or by poschers.

Manipulation of water flow is given as one of the sdvantuges
of the site. It is clearly envissged that the cenoesists will seek to
have the wuter flow et "optimun® level. The water level through the
radial gates effects the woter level of Bronte Lagoun, dradys Loke,
Lake Hinney and Tungatinah Lagoon. As the water level uften determines
guality of fishing, proklems are likely to be encountered.

The area proposed for the slwelom cenos course is the spawning
and nursery area for brown end reinbow trout in the Yradys, Binney and
Tungatinah lake system.

A summary of trout sctivity in the area is given below:-

drown Trout

1. Adult residents - some trout resident all year.

2a Spawning run - inflox of sdult spawners in April, May and
Juniz, '

% spawning nests (redds) - eggs incuozte in gravel nests

during April, saoy, June, July und August.
L. Recruits - young trout, nost sbundant as fry durimg August,
September, Uctober and November put some present all yesar.
Rainbow Trout
1. Adult residents - sume trout resident ell year.

2a Spawning run - influx of odult spowners in August, September
and Octobuzr.

3. Spawning redds - eggs incubate in gravel during August,
Septenber, (ctober, November and December.

Lo Recruits - fry most abundant in Aovember, Uecember and
Jdanuary but some remain all year,
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Details of these 1ife histury stages mey be ocutlined as
follows:-

Adult Residents

Rs some adult trout reside in pouls all yesr, the ares
attracts a considerciile number of anglers. The 'nursery' nature of
the area has long been recognised and fishing is aonly permitted far a
restricted season from 1 November to 29 March.

Manipulation of wster flows at any time of the yesr may
result in such fish becoming strended.

Spawning Runs

During the periods indicated, some spawning trout will be
in the area. Trout have specific substrate and water flow reguirements
in order to spawn successfully. In general terms, they prefer a
15-30 cm depth of logse substratz, consisting of coarse gravels and
small stunes. They generelly select areess with = water depth of
petween 20-100 om, and with current valocitiss in the order of 1-3 5/
second.  Such streams are comnon in the study area and spawnicg usuzlly
takes place in the smull channels and backwaters away fram the main flow,
where the gravel bunks ure deeper and the weter velocity is reduced.

For these reuscns, menipulaticn of water flows at spawning
time may result in unsuccessful spawning end stranding of spawners.
btraightening, deepening or streamlining the weter course will result
in a reduction of sultable spawning areass.

Spawning Hedds

Trout egoy incubate in nests or redds in the gravel for
about six wesks. whiiz the eggs end newly hatched fry (alevins) are
living in the gravel they ore extremely susceptiole to mechanicel
damage, smuthering from siltaticn end o desiceoation and freezing
(if water levels drop). Lonseguently, sny major digging or
construction work ur water manipulation during the period Appil to
December, will result inm egg and/or alwevin mortality.

Regcruits

After hatching and emerging from the gravel, the young trout
reside in the nursery arei Tor part pr all af the following year,
before migrating back into the lake system. Manipulation of water
levels any time, but particulerly during swener, may result in
substantial losses uf young fish due to stranding.

From the putline givern sbove, it is clear that stream
improvement and water flow manipulation are the two factors most
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likely to effect the trout population.

In the Pipternetional slalom Course Feasibility Study?,
page 15, the proposed improvements to the slaiom course are outlined.
1t is proposed to contour the course and to control spillage of
excess water and tu thereoy creste a secondary course for novices.
Such mejor reconstruction work is likely to reduce the presently
avallable spawning habitat as outlined above.

It is alsu proposed to construct a concrete spillway. At
low weter flows (up to 200 cusecs) all the Flow would e through the
navice course. buring heavy flows, proposed stop logs could direct
ali the water down the main course. In this mammer it is proposed
that flow could pe wanipuloted (praesumably by the cenoeists) down the
main or secondary channel to suit requirements.

From the vutiine sbove, it should be clear that such flow
manipulation could have & devestating effect on varigus 1ife stages
of trout at any time of the year, and thus would reduse trout
recruitment to the tiradys Loke System,

Effect on Trout Angling

The prupused 'Hradys Luke State Recrestion Area' is slso
likely to directly effuect trout angling in the ares.

Firstly, the prupused slolom course is a populer angling
arsti. During the fishing seescn, from the 1 iovember tg 29 March,
any restriction un, or change to, entry into the ares will =ffect
these anglers.

cecandly, tho sres whers the cansl digcharges intu Bradys
Lake, is a very papulur bait fishing and camping ared. Regstricting
this region to 'day usc only! is Jikely to meet with strong oppositiaon
from local snglers. In general, bait fishing tekes place in this ares,
predominantly at night and anglers prefer to camy 'on the spot!, in
grder to attend their rods at =11 tines. Froviding an elternative
camping area will not wileviate this ATDBlen .

In conclusion, it appesrs that two of the wain aovantages
of the dbrady Lake site us outlined on page 0 of the feasibility study,
theBa being "minimal environmentol limpact” and "general support of the
local cosmunity", sppest to be serisus gver-statements. The well being
of trout and trout anglers in this ares should be considered very
closely before this feasibility study is ocoepted.

PRUSECUT ILING

A summary of recent court cases is set cut on the follawing
puge For infurmation. Further cooes ore listed for hearing.
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Court Date Offender ond Addreus nature of Offence Fine Costs
19.6.81 Ropert Maxwsll Jones bisturning spuawning 212-06 &8-10
ticibhiwal L fish. Tske fish from

closed weter. Teke
fish By mesns other
than rod 8 1line. Take
fish within 150 w of
trap.
14,.7.81 MEx Leoffrey Scutt Fishing without licence. 70-00 15-10
' Wasthury Possegsion assenbled rod.
14.7.81 Garry John bussage Fishing without licenoce. 70-00 15-10
Huadspin Pussessiun assembled rod.
16.7.81 Nigel John Scoti Unattended set rud. 8040
tole Creek More then 1 rod and line.
16,7.81 Dean How Hore than 1 rod & line. 4O-00
Mole Uresk
22.7.81 FPaul Anthuny shadbolt  Fishing without licenee. 60-U0 15-1C
Ulverstune
22.7.81 Hussell Leorge UGrice wilfully disturbing 115-080  7-55
Ulverston: gpawning fish. Using
light to teka Tish.
Take Fish in closed
wastErs.  Attempting to
teke fish other than
rod & lims.
22.7.81 Stephen Miles Punscnby  wWilfully disturbing 115-00 7-55
Ulverstore spuwning Fisn.  Using
light tg toke Fish,
Tuke fish in closed
waters.  Attempting to
take Fish gther than
rod & lina.
24.7.81 bevid Lockmare Hozlewood Possession of not. 40-G3  B8-10
teorgys Town Take Treshwoter crayfish
with ring net.
24.7.81 Lraig Anthuny Little Possessicn F net. 40-00 3«10

Geurge Town

Inland Fisherics Commissicn,
127 Davey Street,
Hobart, Tesmenis 7000

Take freshwater crayfish
with ring net.
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