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The popularity of the Inland 
Fisheries Trout Weekend was 
proven beyond a doubt this year. An 
estimated 4000 people came to the 
Liawenee field base over the two-
day event and gave some very 
positive feedback about the event to 
the Service through a survey 
questionnaire.   

Definitely the main drawcard of the 
Weekend is the icon of our inland 
fishery – the wild Tasmanian brown 
trout – and the sheer number of 
these big fish spawning in the 
Liawenee Canal. Visitors and locals 
marvelled at the close up view. The 
Service demonstrated the fish 
trapping and stripping procedure, 
and the collecting of eggs for on-
growing at the hatchery in New 
Norfolk and the Salmon Ponds.  

This business of the Service – the 
harvesting of wild trout, the growing 
and re-release into the State’s inland 
waters – has been going on for the past 140 plus years, 
ever since the first brown trout were hatched at the 
Ponds in 1864. The angling community has always had 
a close involvement with the fishery management and 
been a keen supporter of the work of the Service.  

In fact, it was the interest of local anglers that began the 
original ‘Open Day’, which has now become the Trout 
Weekend. About 30 years ago, a bunch of anglers 
asked to come and watch the Fisheries harvesting the 
eggs. The number of onlookers grew as word spread 
around the highlands, and the Longford Angling Club 
organised a barbecue to feed the hoards. The Club has 
continued with its grill and food stall for the past 25 
years, and other clubs have come on board along the 
way.  

Now days the event is bigger and better organised, with 
wide spread support across the angling and highland 
communities, as well as the fishing and boating industry. It 
provides the Service with an opportunity to showcase other 
aspects of the fishery management and time to talk one on 
one with anglers.  

 
 

Highlights this year were the bus tour, run by the 
Service, of the Liawenee Canal to the bottom fish trap 

near the entrance to Great 
Lake, and for the kids – it was 
the fishout pond – where 
ch i ldren were ab le to 
experience the joys of catching 
a trout first hand. Fishcare 
Volunteers assisted each child 
to learn the skills of casting, 
hooking and landing a fish, then 
measured, weighed and 
dressed the catch for take-
home. 

Other popular attractions were 
the helicopter rides on Sunday, 
fly-casting tuition and fly tying 
demonstrations. The weather 
was reasonably kind compared 
with some years, although 
flurries of snow on Sunday and 
a cutting wind, meant that 
people spent more time 
chatting around the wood fires 
and gas heaters under shelter. 

Along with the crowd, the 
media followed suit and there was 
good coverage of the event on 
TV, radio and in the press. ABC 
Radio broadcast their Sunday 
morning show live on site from 
the display shed and interviewed 
quite a cross section of 
organisers, exhibitors and 
anglers. 

The Service would like to thank all 
the sponsors and supporters of 
the event, and all the families and 
anglers who visited over the 
weekend. Feedback shows that 
most people attending came to 
see the trout, perhaps to catch 

one, to see the displays, get fishing information, and to 
have a different day out with family and friends. Most 
said that what they loved most was the whole 
experience, the atmosphere, friendly like-minded 
people, and the opportunity to indulge and share their 
passion for fishing and trout and Tasmania.  

Trout Weekend – A Big Success 
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Over the first six months of the season, six tagged fish 
were  released into waters around the State. Each fish 
is worth $1000 cash to the angler who returns the tag 
together with the whole fish and current licence details 
to the Service before the end of July 2008.  

Three of the FISH4CASH fish remain uncaught. These 
fish are at Great Lake, Lake Barrington and Lake 
Burbury. The $1000 prize for capture of these fish will 
be granted if any of these fish are caught before  July 
31 2008. 

Water Number Species 
Weight  
(grams) 

Penstock Lagoon 5 000 rainbow trout 5.5 

Bronte Lagoon 16 000 rainbow trout 5.5 

Huntsman Lake 920 brown trout 1 200 

Brushy Lagoon 1 000 brown trout 1 200 

Bradys Lake 3 050 brown trout 1 200 

Four Springs 1 000 brown trout 1 200 

Bradys Lake 76 brown trout 600 

Lake Skinner 700 rainbow trout 6 
Curries River 
Reservoir 750 brown trout 1 200 

Lake Botsford 260 brown trout 1 200 

Bradys Lake 850 
Atlantic 
salmon 1 500 

Brushy Lagoon 450 
Atlantic 
salmon 1 500 

Bradys Lake 20 000 brown trout 20 

Lake Duncan 50 brown trout 1 200 

Lake Lynch 50 brown trout 1 200 

Penstock Lagoon 200 brown trout 1 200 

Stocking since April 2008 

As is the case each year during the closed period of 
the angling season the road to Jonah Bay (Gunns 
Marsh Rd.) will be closed from Friday 23 May until 
Friday 25 July. It will be reopened in time for the start 
of the opening of the 2008-09 Trout Season on 
Saturday 2 August 2008. 

For further information, contact the Liawenee Field 
Stations of the Inland Fisheries Service on 0428 598 
160 or the Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service on 
6259 8148. 

Closure of Jonah Bay Rd.  

Above: Fly tiers demonstrate their art. 
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Brett Mawbey explains how the Liawenee fish trap works. 
 
The Junior Fish-out pond was a very popular attraction. 
 
Jaime Macalister demonstrating how trout are stripped to produce 
fertilised eggs. 
 
Right: One of the informative displays on fisheries management. 


