
Anglers Access in Tasmania
In recent years the Inland Fisheries Service (IFS) has been 
working with landowners to develop access to angling waters 
across the state. 

Much of this work has focussed on improving foot access to 
major river fisheries. 

Access points are clearly marked with signs at the 
access locations displaying this distinctive ‘Anglers 
Access’ symbol and in Anglers Access brochures.

Where you see this symbol, the IFS has  
already obtained permission on your behalf, for access.

To support this ongoing work it is important that you are aware 
of your responsibilities and rights in addition to the angling 
regulations when accessing river fisheries in Tasmania. 

All anglers have an important role in maintaining good relations 
between landowners and angling community.

Know your access responsibilities and rights 
There is no ‘right of access’ to rivers in Tasmania. The general 
principle is ‘access is a privilege not a right’. 

In Tasmania most private land titles extend to the bank of the 
river and some titles extend to the middle of the river (ad 
melium filum rule) which can mean that you may be trespassing 
(trespass is a criminal offence) even if you are wading in the river. 

Rivers may flow through public land such as River Reserves, State 
Forest, National Parks, Hydro Land and Conservation Areas. 
Whilst public access is generally permitted, all have different entry 
conditions which anglers should be aware of and comply with.

If in doubt, obtain permission
It is your responsibility to ensure that you have permission of the 
landowner unless access is clearly defined with Anglers Access signs. 
When in doubt, you should always ask first. 

Access is at the discretion of the landowner and when refused it 
is for legitimate reasons that may not be obvious such as farming 
operations, stock or crop control, quarantine, safety, security or 
previous negative experience. It may be as simple as maintaining 
privacy. Ask yourself if you would like strangers walking through 
your backyard without permission?

Whilst most requests for access will be granted, you must accept 
the land owner’s decision with good grace.
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River Access
Responsibilities and Rights

River Access rules 
Please follow the simple ‘access rules’, developed 
in consultation with landowners, to minimise the 
impact on private property and ensure ongoing 
access into the future. 

Do not light fires•	

No shooting•	

No camping•	

No dogs•	

Do not litter•	

Do not stray into paddocks  •	
or trample crops

Avoid disturbing stock•	

Do not climb on fences•	

Leave gates as you find them•	

Do not cut down or deface trees for wattle grubs•	

Inland Fisheries Service
17 Backr iver Road, New Norfolk, 7140
Ph: 1300 INFISH
www.ifs .tas .gov.au
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Safety
You are responsible for your own safety. Please observe warning 
signs and take care. Make sure you are prepared for the 
conditions, tell someone where you are going and the expected 
time of your return.

Code of conduct
Please observe the code of conduct to protect and preserve the 
angling resource and the environment

Be aware of and comply with fishing regulations•	

Respect the rights of other anglers and users•	

Protect the environment•	

Carefully return undersized, protected or unwanted catch •	
back to the water

Fish species and other organisms must not be relocated or •	
transferred into other water bodies

Check, Clean and Dry fishing equipment before •	
transferring between waters

Do not use willow (which is a plant pest) as a rod support •	
as it has the ability to propagate from a strike

Report any unusual fish captures or algal sightings to the •	
Inland Fisheries Service

Report illegal activities to Bushwatch 1800 333 000•	

Poppy Crops
Poppy crops are strictly enforced licensed areas. Anglers may 
walk along the perimeter of crops but must not enter into or 
interfere with poppy crops.

Motor vehicles
Anglers Access is primarily for foot access only. Vehicles should 
only be used on designated public roads.

Toilet waste
If fishing in an area where a public toilet exists please use it! If 
there is no toilet, walk 100m away from any water, dig a 15 cm 
hole and bury your waste including the toilet paper.

Anglers Access brochures for specific waters are available from 
most major tackle stores or from the Inland Fisheries Service at: 
www.ifs.tas.gov.au

Other useful contacts:
www.parks.tas.gov.au
www.forestrytas.com.au
www.hydro.com.au

 

 

River Access
Responsibilities and Rights

To fish in any open public inland water in Tasmania, including 
farm dams, you must hold a current Inland Angling Licence 
unless you are under 14 years of age.

Angling regulations including season, method, open and 
closed waters and bag and size limits vary from water to 
water. A summary of these regulations are contained within 
the Tasmanian Inland Fishing Code. 

Make sure everyone in your party has a current licence and 
check the angling regulations before you go.

Angling licences and the Tasmanian Inland Fishing Code are 
available from Service Tasmania shops, major tackle stores 
and on line at www.ifs.tas.gov.au

Inland Angling Regulations in Tasmania

A project funded by the Australian Government 

Recreational Fishing Community Grants Programme

Brumbys Creek
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Inland Fisher ies Ser vice

Inland Fisheries Service Access

The IFS has negotiated access for anglers across 

private and public land. Foot access for anglers has 

been provided by the goodwill of landowners and is a 

privilege not a right. In locations where access signs are 

displayed you are free to access the water without asking 

permission however in other locations you may need to 

ask permission first (Check the description details on the 

map). 

Please respect private property and abide by the access 

rules and code of conduct to ensure the continued use 

of these areas.

Access Rules

Please ensure your behaviour doesn’t jeopardise the 

goodwill of landowners by following the simple rules 

below:

• Park vehicles away from tracks and gates.

• Do not litter.

• Leave gates as you find them.

• Stay within the river margins.

• Do not stray into paddocks with stock.

• Avoid disturbing stock or trampling crops.

• Walk along fence lines where possible.

• Do not climb on gates or fences use stiles.

• Respect private land. If in doubt ask permission.

• Shooting is prohibited.

• Do not light fires.

• No dogs allowed.

Tasmanian Inland Angling Licence

To fish in an inland water you must hold a current Inland 

Angling Licence and fish with a rod, reel and line during 

the angling season that applies to that water. You may 

purchase an Angling Licence from an authorised agent, 

Service Tasmania shops or on-line at www.ifs.tas.gov.au. 

You will be able to access a copy of the Tasmanian Inland 

Recreational Fishing Code which provides an overview 

of angling regulations at the place of purchase.

Code of Conduct

• Be aware of and comply with fishing regulations

• Respect the rights of other anglers and users

• Protect the environment

• Carefully return undersized, protected or unwanted 

catch back to the water

• Fish species and other organisms must not be 

relocated or transferred into other water bodies

 

Protect Our Waters

Recreational fishers have a responsibility to look after 

fisheries resources for the benefit of the environment 

and future generations of fishers

• Didymo, commonly called Rock Snot is a freshwater 

alga that is widespread in the Northern Hemisphere 

and has recently invaded a number of waterways in 

the South Island of New Zealand. Didymo is causing 

major concern for fishery managers and anglers 

and poses a significant threat in Tasmania because of 

the potential transfer from New Zealand via fishing 

equipment used in Didymo infested water. If you are 

visiting from, or returning from an angling holiday in 

New Zealand please Check, Clean and Dry your 

fishing equipment.

• Report any catches or observations of unusual fish 

to the IFS. Fish known to be present in Brumbys 

Creek are tench, redfin perch, brown trout, rainbow 

trout and short finned eel.

BRUMBYS CREEK GENERAL 

INFORMATION

Background

In the early 1960’s three low profile weirs were 

constructed on Brumbys Creek to buffer the large flows 

resulting from the release of water from the nearby 

Poatina power station. Large fluctuations in water level 

occur over short periods depending on release of water 

for power generation. Latest information on predicted 

water flows can be obtained from Hydro Tasmania on 

(03) 6274 3779 (Recorded message). The weirs are 

very popular throughout the angling season and provide 

excellent fishing for predominantly brown trout with the 

occasional rainbow being present.

Fishery Management 

Brumbys Creek is managed as a wild brown trout fishery.

Best Fishing

Weir 1 provides the pick of the fly-fishing. The relatively 

open shoreline gives access to the weedy margins where 

fish can be found fossicking early in the season or as the 

weather warms up, rising to various aquatic insects as 

they hatch. Lure fishing is also practised although often 

limited by thick weed growth.

Weir 2 provides opportunities for both lure fishing and 

fly fishing in generally faster flowing water.

Weir 3 is preferred by lure anglers with the lower 

section of the weir being more open and conducive to 

this method. During periods of high flow the turbulent 

water at the base of the weirs are good areas to target. 

Please observe warning signs and be 

aware of strong currents and deep water.

Angl ing Regulat ions:

• A current Inland Fisheries angling licence is 

required to fish in Brumbys Creek.

• Angling Season: from the first Saturday in August to 

the Sunday nearest 30th April.

• Minimum size limit 220 mm.

• Bag lim
it 12 fish per day.

• Weir 1 upstream to Saundridge Road 

        
Fly        

  Artificial Lures.

• Weir 2 and 3 

        
Fly        

  Artificial Lures      
    Bait Fishing.

• Weir 1 and 3 fishing from a sta
tionary boat is 

permitted.

• Weir 2 fishing from a boat is p
rohibited.

• Fishing from a boat within 100 metres of an angler 

fishing from the shore is prohibited unless the boat 

is securely moored.

Visitors are reminded:

Hydro Tasmania manages Brumbys Creek in 

collaboration with Inland Fisheries Service, Department 

of Primary In
dustries and Water and Anglers Alliance 

Tasmania.

Copies of this brochure and other 

angling information is ava
ilable at:

www.ifs.tas.gov.au
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Getting There 
The Huon River can be accessed at Huonville, 
approximately 40 km south of Hobart via the A6.

Background 
Flowing 100 kilometres from Lake Pedder to the 
D’Entrecasteaux Channel in south-east Tasmania, the 
Huon River threads through country ranging from 
wilderness to cultivated orchards and pasture. In 1887 
Governor Sir Robert Hamilton landed a brown trout in 
the Huon River that weighed 13 kg and measured over 
900 mm in length. This is still the largest brown trout 
landed in Tasmania.

Recreational Fishery Management 
The Huon River is managed as a wild trout fishery. The 
Huon River is also recognised as a recreational whitebait 
fishery. Separate rules and regulations apply to whitebait- 
check the IFS website for details.

 

Seaward Limit 
Inland angling regulations and licensing requirements 
apply upstream from the seaward limit on the Huon 
River (A straight line drawn between white posts on the 
southern side of Castle Forbes Bay and the eastern bank 
of the river).

Boat Ramps 
Boat ramps are located at the Huonville Esplanade, Ferry 
Rd (Approx 8 km from Huonville via the B68), Franklin 
and Shipwrights Point, Port Huon.

Code of Conduct 
• Be aware of and comply with fishing regulations.
• Respect the rights of other anglers and users.
• Protect the environment.
• Carefully return undersized, protected or unwanted 

catch back to the water.
• Fish species and other organisms must not be 

relocated or transferred into other water bodies.

Angling Regulations 
To fish in any open public inland water in Tasmania 
you must hold a current Inland Angling Licence unless 
you are under 14 years of age. A summary of the 
regulations are contained within the Tasmanian Inland 
Recreational Fishing Code.

Note: Bait fishing is not permitted in National Parks. 
The use of fish and fish products as bait is prohibited in 
all inland waters other than sections of rivers subject 
to tidal movement. Refer to the Tasmanian Inland 
Recreational Fishing Code for details on the capture of 
live bait.

Bag and Size Limits:

*Total daily bag limit of 12 fish is for all species combined.

Protect our Waters 
Recreational anglers have a responsibility to look after 
fisheries resources for the benefit of the environment 
and future generations. 
• Do not bring live or dead fish, fish products, animals 

or aquatic plants into Tasmania.
• Do not bring any used fishing gear or any other 

freshwater recreational equipment that may be 
damp, wet or contain water into Tasmania. Check, 
clean and dry your fishing equipment before 
entering Tasmania.

• Do not transfer any freshwater fish, frogs, tadpoles, 
invertebrates or plants between inland waters.

• Check your boat, trailer, waders and fishing gear for 
weed and other pests that should not be transferred 
before moving between waters.

• Do not use willow (which is a plant pest) as a rod 
support as it has the ability to propagate from a 
strike.

Responsible Boating 
Practice minimal impact boating by accelerating gently 
in shallow water to avoid the underwater wash from 
the propeller jet stirring up silt and mud. This sediment 
clouds the water, disturbs sensitive weed beds, smothers 
aquatic plants and degrades fish habitat.

Remember 
• Check your wash- ‘if it’s white it’s all right - if it’s 

brown slow down’.
• Fishing from a boat within 100 metres of an angler 

fishing from the shore is prohibited unless the boat 
is securely moored.

• Do not park on or obstruct boat ramps.

Access Rules 
Foot Access for anglers has been provided by the 
goodwill of landowners and is a privilege not a right. 
If access is not specifically identified then you must 
ask for permission or you may be trespassing which 
is a criminal offence. Please respect private property 
and abide by the access rules and code of conduct to 
ensure the continued use of these areas.

• Do not stray into paddocks or trample crops
• Avoid disturbing stock
• Do not climb on fences
• Leave gates as you find them
• Report any unusual fish captures or algal sightings 

to the Inland Fisheries Service
• Report illegal activities to Bushwatch 1800 333 000 

Warning

Huon River
Anglers
Access

REGION: SOUTH
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SpeciesMinimum sizeBag limit

Brown trout,
Rainbow trout,
Atlantic salmon,
River blackfish

220 mm12*

MethodSeason

Fly fishing

Artificial lures

Bait fishing

Downstream from the Huonville 
Bridge to the seaward limit: 
Open all year round.
Upstream from the Huonville 
Bridge: 
From the first Saturday in August 
to the Sunday nearest the 30th 
April.

ANGLINGREGULATIONSAPPLY
DEEPWATER

STRONGCURRENTS ELECTRICFENCE

CATTLE

STEEP BANKS

CONTACT DETAILS
17 Back River Road,

New Norfolk, 7140Ph: 1300 INFISHwww.ifs .tas .gov.au

Getting There The River Leven can be accessed at a number of points 

including Ulverstone, Dial Range, Gunns Plains and 

Loongana. 

Background The River Leven is one of the few rivers in Tasmania 

that has not been dammed for irrigat
ion or hydro 

development. The Loongana and Gunns Plains sections 

are highly rated trout fisheries and the estuarine section 

is recognised for its sea-run trout. Recreational Fishery Management 

The River Leven is managed as a w
ild trout fishery 

dominated by brown trout however the Leven also has 

a reputation as a ra
inbow trout fishery. Periodic stocking 

with wild rainbow trout at Loongana supplements 

natural recruitment. Regulations for separate sections 

of the river reflect the diversity of the fishery and 

recreational fishery management goals.
The River Leven is also

 recognised as a re
creational 

whitebait fishery. Separate rules and regulations apply to 

whitebait - ch
eck the IFS website for details. Code of Conduct • Be aware of and comply with fishing regulations.

• Respect the rights of other anglers and users.

• Protect the environment.
• Carefully return undersized, protected or unwanted 

catch back to the water.
• Fish species and other organisms must not be 

relocated or transferred into other water bodies. Seaward Limit Inland angling regulations and licensing requirements 

apply upstream from the seaward limit which is the 

downstream side of the A1 road bridge.

Angling Regulations 
To fish in any open public inland water in Tasmania 

you must hold a current Inland Angling Licence unless 

you are under 14 years of age. A summary of the 

regulations are contained within the Tasmanian Inland 

Recreational Fishing Code.

Note: The use of fish and fish products as b
ait is 

prohibited in all inland waters other than sections 

of rivers subject to tidal movement. Refer to the 

Tasmanian Inland Recreational Fishing Code for details 

on the capture of live bait. Bag and Size Limits:

*Total daily bag limit of 12 fish is for all sp
ecies combined.

Protect our Waters 
Recreational anglers have a responsibility to look after 

fisheries resources for the benefit of the environment 

and future generations. 
• Do not bring live or dead fish, fish products, animals 

or aquatic plants into Tasmania.

• Do not bring any used fishing gear or any other 

freshwater recreational equipment that may be 

damp, wet or contain water into Tasmania. Check, 

clean and dry your fishing equipment before 

entering Tasmania. • Do not transfer any freshwater fish, frogs, tadpoles, 

invertebrates or plants between inland waters.

• Check your boat, traile
r, waders and fishing gear for 

weed and other pests that should not be transferred 

before moving between waters.

• Do not use willow (which is a plant pest) as a
 rod 

support as it 
has the ability to propagate from a 

strike.

Native Fish Management 
The State and Commonwealth protected giant 

freshwater lobster (Astacopsis gouldi) is present within 

the River Leven catchment.   This slow growing species 

can reach weights in excess of 5 kg but are commonly 

much smaller.  They are wholly protected and if observed 

are not to be disturbed. Penalties for taking threatened 

or protected species are considerable costing those 

convicted as much as $10,000.

Access Rules Foot Access for anglers has been provided by the 

goodwill of landowners and is a privilege not a right. 

If access is not specifically identified then you must 

ask for permission or you may be trespassing which 

is a criminal offence. Please respect private property 

and abide by the access rules and code of conduct to 

ensure the continued use of these areas.
• Do not stray into paddocks or trample crops

• Avoid disturbing stock
• Do not climb on fences
• Leave gates as you find them

• Report any unusual fish captures or algal sightings 

to the Inland Fisheries Service

• Report illegal activities to Bushwatch 1800 333 000 Warning

River LevenAnglersAccessREGION: NORTH WEST

Inland Fisher ies Ser vice
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Species
Minimum size

Bag limit

Brown trout, Rainbow trout, River blackfish220 mm
12*

Method
Season

Fly fishing

Artificial lures

Bait fishing

Downstream from Allison Bridge: 

Open all year round.
Between Allison Bridge and Lowana 

Rd. at the southern end of Gunns 

Plains (Grid ref E 416578  
N 5423533): From the first Saturday in August to 

the Sunday nearest the 30th April.

Upstream from above to Loongana 

Bridge (Grid ref E 416218 N 
5416099): From Saturday nearest the 1st 

October to the Sunday nearest the 

31st May. Upstream from Loongana Bridge:

From the first Saturday in August to 

the Sunday nearest the 30th April.

Giant freshwater lobster


